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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the last edition of Grow for
Spring 2017. Grow will resume publication in the
fall. In the meantime, there still are ways to get your
gardening fix at the KC Gardens blog. At http://
kcgardens.kansascity.com, you can ask a question and
an extension master gardener will answer you online. It’s
all free. Features on the blog include photos, profiles,
weekly advice columns and how-to videos.

YOUR LAWN AND GARDEN SOURCE

The Tomato Whisperer

Worley is a conservation specialist by day, ‘love apple’ enthusiast by night
following.

BY LYSA ALLMAN-BALDWIN
Special Sections contributing writer

S

hhh! Can you hear it? It’s the
sound of spring starting to
burst forth from the soil in James
Worley’s garden in the Willow Creek
neighborhood of Kansas City.
His green thumb began as a
shared love of gardening, hunting,
and ﬁshing with his late grandfather
when he was a kid, later blossoming into a wholehearted passion for
growing and eating from the land
whenever possible.
Growing tomatoes was one of
several things that emerged.
But Worley is not the only one
with “The Tomato Whisperer”
moniker. In fact, he joined a group
of hundreds of already named,
self-proclaimed tomato whisperers
around the world whose enthusiasm for, and devotion to growing
these multihued, orb-shaped,
palate-pleasing beauties have
helped cultivate an admirable

You say tomato…

By day, Worley works as an education specialist for the Missouri
Department of Conservation, where
he teaches the public about ﬁsh,
forests and wildlife.

growing tomatoes to grow native
plants such as purple coneﬂower,
milkweed and little bluestem,” he
said.
At home, Worley spends a great
deal of time planting, cultivating,
canning and enjoying a wide variety
of delicious homegrown tomatoes.

Planting early doesn’t give
you much of an advantage.
Wait until the first of May
for the soil to warm and the
days to get longer, and you’ll
have more success.
— JAMES WORLEY

He runs the greenhouse at the
department’s Anita B. Gorman
Discovery Center at 4750 Troost.
“(I) use what I have learned about

Of the 6,000 known tomato varieties, all can be grown anywhere in
North America, with the exception
of the farthest north territories of

Canada and Northern Alaska.
“Growing seasons differ depending on your climate, but tomatoes
can be grown anywhere the temperature gets into the 80-degree
range,” explained Worley. “They
do not do well with temperatures
above the mid-90s, though.”
Although most folks cook tomatoes in the same way they typically
cook with vegetables, they technically are a fruit. Their nickname is
the “Love Apple,” which may be ﬁtting, in that Worley starts his annual
crops around Valentine’s Day.
“I grow all of my plants from
seeds,” he said. “It’s not that hard
to do, but takes a bit of time and
care. (After) I start my tomato seeds
(I) plant them in the garden the
week of Mother’s Day.”
One of Worley’s favorite tomato
varieties of the more than 600 he’s
planted, attempting more than at
least a dozen every year, is Carbon
(similar to a Cherokee Purple, for
your tomato fans) — a smooth,

large, dark variety that is easy to
grow and reaches early maturity.
Thought to have originated from the
Native American Cherokee tribe,
these tomatoes display a beautiful dusky pink skin with a deep,
rich-red interior and are sweet to
the taste.
And the easiest to grow?
“Some of the determinate hybrids are more resistant to disease
than other types so they may be
a bit easier to grow but just don’t
have the ﬂavor I’m looking for,”
he said. “Open pollinated and/
or heirloom varieties can be a bit
sensitive to fungal diseases, but
with some good garden practices
can be grown very successfully. And
their amazing ﬂavor is worth the
extra work.”

The how-to

Worley says the goal for most
people isn’t to grow perfect, round
See WHISPERER | CC3

THE TOMATO
WHISPERER
Standing in
his backyard
garden in late
summer, 2016,
James Worley,
Kansas City, is
an education
specialist for
the Missouri
Department of
Conservation by
trade, but he’s
best know in
gardening and
culinary circles
as The Tomato
Whisperer.
Photo|Judy Revenaugh
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Preventative and curative ways to ﬁght the fungus among us

ungus spots are a lot
easier to prevent than to
cure, and being prepared and
starting early are the way to
go. Hot, humid temperatures
can fuel turf disease even in
healthy turf. Shaded areas
are of particular concern.
Restricted air movement
and humid conditions can
stimulate turf disease rapidly.
By applying granular Fungus
Fighter now, we can protect
the lawn before pathogens
get into the plant and wreak
havoc. Grass Pad’s Fungus
Fighter allows a healthy
lawn to outgrow many of the
diseases that show up providing control of many important
diseases in turf including
Kentucky bluegrass, fescue,
rye, and zoysia grass.
Bluegrass diseases show
up in the form of a slime or

Curtis
Stillwell

Olathe Grass Pad

dust that wipes off or even
a patch that seems to die
overnight. Mow bluegrass
shorter in the spring and be
vigilant in the areas under
trees or on the north that
seem to hold the heavy dew
longer in the morning. Mow
the lawn shorter while it is
cool, and rain is plentiful. In
June, raise the mowing height

and don’t let the lawn dry out
too much before starting the
summer watering schedule. If
fungus shows up, apply a fastacting liquid fungicide and
follow it with granular Fungus
Fighter one week later. If large
areas die in the summer, add
Stadium Special, sports turf
perennial ryegrass, to your
favorite blend of bluegrass
this fall.
Fescue diseases can be a
little more predictable than
bluegrass. Listen for your
favorite weather personality
and expect fungus to show
up as soon as the daytime
temperature and humidity
when added together, reach
150. When conditions arrive,
start preventative treatments
immediately by applying
granular Fungus Fighter and
repeat every 21 days through

mid-August should keep you
ahead of the game. If fungus
patches do appear or every
other blade of grass is brown,
apply fast-acting liquid fungicide, then granular Fungus
Fighter one week later. Be
sure to overseed those areas
in the fall. Use the newest
varieties of fescue, like Heat
Wave or Macho Mix to ensure
the most up to date disease
resistant varieties.
Technically speaking,
granular Grass Pad’s Fungus
Fighter is a broad-spectrum
xylem systemic fungicide for

the control of certain diseases
in turf. Fungus Fighter works
by interfering with the respiration in plant-pathogenic
fungi and is a potent inhibitor
of spore germination and
mycelial growth. The active
ingredient moves rapidly into
the green tissue via transluminal and xylem movement.
Roots of plants take up the
active ingredient where it is
translocated throughout the
xylem of plants to provide
internal inhibition of fungal
growth and protect the plant
from new infections. Fungus

Fighter makes it an excellent choice as the foundation
fungicide for turf management
programs.
Give fungus a one-two
punch. Certain fungal pathogens are known to develop resistance to products with the
same mode of action when
used repeatedly. Because
resistance development
cannot be predicted, the use
of Fungus Fighter should follow resistance management
strategies established for
turf. Such plans may include
rotation with products having
different modes of action or
limiting the total number of
applications per season. For
more information on developing a resistance management strategy talk to our turf
experts at your nearest Grass
Pad location.
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The Johnson County K-State
Extension Gardening Hotline
is staffed by Extension Master
Gardeners who answer dozens
of questions every week from
local gardeners. Here is one of
the recent questions answered
by Dennis Patton, K-State
Extension horticulture agent.
Question: This spring I have
noticed that my boxwood have
a lot of dieback. Some plants
I fear are too far gone to save
and have random dieback. I
always thought this plant was
pretty durable and did not

“Buzz-Buzz, Busy Bees” was
one of my daughter’s favorite
story books when she was a
young girl. In the story, honey
bees are too busy to play
with the other farm animals
because they are busy collecting pollen to make their
golden honey. By the end of
the story they have worked
hard pollinating all the crops
and have a wonderful supply
of honey to share with everyone. Unfortunately in real life,
honey bees have not fared all
that well.
According to one source,
over the last 50 years,
honey bee populations have
declined by half because of
several issues including bee
attacking mites, reduced
forage and diversity of forage,
poor bee nutrition, and crop
and urban pesticides to name
just a few. Collectively, these
issues have been the cause
for a dramatic decline in
domestic and native honey
bee populations. The term
Colony Collapse Disorder or
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Mix of environmental factors cause boxwood dieback
have a lot of issues. Can you
explain what’s going on?
Answer: Questions about
boxwood have been numerous this spring at the Johnson
County K-State Extension
office. What’s going on is
not easy to explain as the
issue is a combination of
environmental factors that all
came together leading to the
dieback.
Fall of 2016 was mild
throughout and then in midDecember we had almost
record lows to almost ten
below zero for a couple of
nights. Due to the warmer fall
the plants were not fully hard-

ened off or dormant. The cold
snap damaged the cambium
or bark layer leading to the
decline. Couple the cold with
mild drought conditions and
the plants were under a great
deal of stress. Drought stress,
not properly hardened off and
below zero temperatures are
not a good combination.
The dieback did not appear
until spring as the plants
started to grow. The shot cambium layer meant the plant
could not transport water and
thus the dieback. Random
dieback can be pruned out.
Depending on the amount of
damage, the plant should be

able to ﬁll back in the areas in
a season or so. Plants that are
completely dead will need to
be removed.
There are a number of boxwood varieties on the market.
The ones that tended to fare
better were the Green Velvet
and Green Mountain varieties.
That does not mean they did
not experience dieback. Since
this issue is not common I
would still recommend planting boxwood but make sure
they have good soil moisture
heading into winter. This is
one stress factor that you
have some control over.

Question: I am enjoying my
new interest in vegetable gardening. We use a lot of garlic
so I was wondering if it can be
grown in local gardens.
Answer: Garlic can be
grown in Kansas City but it
can be a little more challenging than other vegetables.
Garlic, a member of the onion
family, prefers to grow under
long cool spring conditions.
Unfortunately, the onset of
summer arrives before the
cloves have time to fully
develop. Garlic growers use
one of two methods, either a
fall or spring planting. Planting
in early September allows for

the bulb to develop roots that
then support spring growth.
Sometimes fall planted garlic
does not survive the winter.
The other option is to plant in
late winter or early spring to
give the garlic as much cool
weather as possible. Dig the
garlic when the growth browns
in early summer.

Buzz, buzz — it’s great to ‘bee’ friendly
Rick
Miller

Agriculture and Community
Development Agent
Johnson County Extension

CCD has been used to refer
to the causes of this alarming drop in populations. And
while the effects have been
slow to show up in a change
in food prices, the eventual
results could be reduced food
production and higher prices.
As an area homeowner or
small acreage landowner, you
may have the opportunity to
interact with bees because
of a common ritual called
swarming. Swarming is an instinctive part of the annual life

cycle of a honey bee colony.
It provides a mechanism for
the colony to reproduce itself.
Overcrowding and congestion
in the nest are factors which
can cause colonies to swarm,
and once they do, a swarm
may contain from 1,500
to 30,000 bees, including
workers, drones, and a queen.
The best way to deal with
swarming bees to is contact a
local bee keeper to see if they
will collect and remove the
swarm. We regularly receive
calls at the Extension office for
this issue and my ﬁrst question is always, “are you sure
they are honey bees”. The
presence of a large number
of bees does not necessarily
mean you have a swarm of
bees. We have yellow jackets,
bumble bees, carpenter bees
and other varieties of wasps
that, at a distance, can make
you think it’s a honey bee.
There are a variety of on-line
resources to help you identify
bees and wasps but we can
help as well. You are welcome

to send digital pictures or
bring by samples for identiﬁcation. If they turn out to be
honey bees, I’m happy to give
a reference for a bee keeper
to collect the swarm.
A question you may be asking yourself is what you can
do to help honey bees and
the answer is pretty simple.
As you are able, plant ﬂowers,
establish bee gardens or
introduce legumes into your
pastures to help support
bee populations. The more
desirable plants available for
bees to feed on and pollinate
will only help to support their
populations. Another oblivious help would be to reduce
the use of insecticides unless
absolutely needed. I don’t
think you need to eliminate
insecticides as an option for
controlling unwanted pests
in your landscape, but there
are times when you can make
a wise choice not to use an
insecticide because honey
bees are foraging on fruit
trees or other plants. Even

changing from one insecticide to another that has a
lower toxicity to bees is a good
choice. Many products will
have a warning on the label if
they are particularly toxic to
bees and those might be ones
to steer away from.
And if you are really ambitious and want to go the next
step in supporting honey
bees, you might try learning
to become a beginning bee
keeper yourself. The Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers’
Association is a not-for-proﬁt
organization dedicated to
assisting current and future
beekeepers of Northeastern
Kansas, as well as promoting public awareness of the
beneﬁts, necessity, and value
of the honeybee. They have
monthly meetings where you
can learn about bees and
become acquainted with local
bee keepers. They also have
extended classes from time to
time on beginning bee keeping when you can learn the
abc’s of bee keeping. While

not a bee keeper myself, I sure
appreciate the end products.
And it’s a fascinating way to
learn a new hobby.
If you would like to follow
up on some of the resources
I’ve mentioned, consider visiting these web sites for more
information as well:
•Johnson County Extension – www.johnson.k-state.
edu
• Northeastern Kansas
Beekeepers Association www.nekba.org

Demonstration gardens are living textbooks for gardeners

W

hat gardener doesn’t like
to get tips of the latest,
greatest plant for the garden?
We all crave ﬁnding something
new that has interesting ﬂowers, leaf texture, color or form
for the garden. For gardeners
having something new is like
ﬁnding that amazing buy on
the clearance rack.
We have our ways of searching out the latest plant trend.
We subscribe to gardening magazines, peruse the
internet, talk to friends, visit
botanical gardens, or attend
lectures and classes. Those
touting new are always the
most popular. Kansas City
area gardeners are fortunate
to have another resource for
learning about new plant materials. This resource is demonstration gardens designed and
maintained by local Extension
Master Gardeners.
I realize I am a little biased
about the local teaching
gardens. These gems are
maintained by our very own
Johnson County K-State
Research and Extension
Master Gardeners. Johnson
County has eight unique and
educational gardens spread
across the county. Each
garden showcases a theme
that features great plants for
the garden. These gardens encompass perennials, annuals,
natives, trees, shrubs, herbs
and vegetables.
Demonstration gardens
are a classic model used by
Cooperative Extension to help
citizens learn and implement
new practices for an improved
quality of life. Dating back to
our beginning a hundred years
ago Extension worked with
farmers to showcase variety
plots of wheat and corn. As
Extension evolved to become
relevant to a growing urban
and suburban population
and embraced horticulture
this concept was adopted for
home gardeners. This makes

Dennis
Patton

Horticulture Agent
Johnson County Extension

Extension resources available
to more people.
These gardens are located
in public areas that are easily
accessible. Johnson County’s
demonstration gardens are
made possible by the partnerships we have that provide
space and other resources to
make the gardens successful.
The EMG volunteers design
and maintain the gardens on
a weekly basis throughout the
growing season. One of our
main areas of focus is always
in new and interesting plants
that would be recommended
for the home landscape. We
look for the same qualities
you would. That is, pest free,
adaptable to our everchanging weather patterns,
interesting growth habits and
simple performance that creates interest.
Our ﬁrst garden is located
at the Deanna Rose Children’s
Farmstead. This popular family
location in Overland Park has
several themed gardens. A
large vegetable planting helps
kids and the young of heart
learn more about growing
food. The garden features both
in ground and raised bed concepts. There is a unique mix of
shade and sun perennials. The
garden has greatly expanded
its pollinator/butterﬂy garden
area. The garden showcases a
mix of annuals, perennials and
herbs that serve as either host
plants for the larvae or nectar

plants for the adults.
The Shawnee Town garden
ﬁts nicely in Shawnee’s
historic recreation of early life
in Johnson County. This rustic
garden’s main attraction is
herbs. Herbs are planted for
their varying purposes: culinary, dyeing, medical or just
for fun. In addition the garden
has a number of unique annuals and perennials, including
some great heirloom and pass
along plants.
Our demonstration gardens
have something for all ages.
Located next to Wonderscope
Children’s Museum is a wonderful pocket garden designed
for kids to interact with nature.
The garden features a small
vegetable garden to help
kids understand where their
food comes from. It also has
a network of stepping stone
paths so they can hop-scotch
through the garden. As they
meander through the garden
they will more than likely ﬁnd
butterﬂies and caterpillars
munching away. This garden is
ﬁlled with color. Bring the kids
and a picnic lunch to enjoy and
learn.
The historical Shawnee
Indian Mission in Fairway is
a gem in the metro area as it
helps teach us so much about
the region’s history. Our EMG
gardens have several themes
here. A vegetable garden
shows both heirloom and
modern varieties that can be
grown in the backyard. The
garden has expanded and now
includes a native planting.
It is home to one of the best
rain and pollinator gardens
in the entire KC area. This
garden is a mix of regional
native and introduced plants.
It is a certiﬁed wildlife habitat
and Monarch Waystation.
Combined, this garden brings
together strategies for keeping
our water clean and helping to
encourage more pollinators.
Looking for native plants
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The Overland Park Arboretum and Botanical Gardens Monet Garden, is rated by Yahoo
Travel as one of the 10 best display gardens in the United States.

and a garden for wildlife,
birds, butterﬂies and bees?
Then visit to our partnership
with the Blue Valley School
District’s Wilderness Science Center. This garden is
located next to a walking trail
through a prairie planting in
the middle of urban sprawl.
It will introduce you to one of
the best mixes of native plants
in the area that support a
healthy and diverse habitat.
One note of caution, please
do not visit the garden during
normal school days as it is
located on a school campus.
Our Backyard Garden
located in western Johnson
County on the grounds of KState’s Horticulture Research
Center is a great visit for both
the gardens and research. The
center focuses its research on
annual ﬂowers, vegetable production and turf. Our garden is
designed to take this research
and help apply it to an average
garden. At the Backyard Garden you will see vegetables,
tree and bush fruits, a ﬂower

cutting garden, herbs, natives
and changing displays. The
best time to visit the garden
since this is a research facility is during the annual open
house or Field Day; this year’s
Field Day is July 29.
Your sights and senses will
be overwhelmed when you
approach the Monet Garden
located at the Overland Park
Arboretum and Botanical
Gardens. Styled after Monet’s
famous garden in France
this acre garden is a mass of
perennials and annuals overﬂowing the beds. Yahoo Travel
has rated this local garden
as one of the 10 best display
gardens in the United States to
visit. It is right here in our very
own backyard.
The Garden Gallery located
at our office at the Johnson
County Sunset Building in
Olathe is a collection of plants
for the home landscape. This
garden features well over ﬁve
hundred different plants. The
focus is on shrubs for the
landscape, with a great mix

of new introductions as well
as classic favorites. Featured
plants include hydrangea,
roses and butterﬂy bush.
Recently added is a cottage
perennial garden and a new
butterﬂy section.
As you can tell our Extension
Master Gardeners are busy,
hardworking volunteers. We
would love for you to stop by,
visit and learn. When visiting
the gardens be sure to bring
your camera and notepad.
We make every effort to label
plants to help you learn. Take
note of your favorite plant or
plant combination for your
situation. Information about
garden locations, EMG work
days and more can be found
at our Johnson County K-State
Research and Extension
website, johnson.k-state.
edu. Click on the “Lawn and
Garden” tab, then “Demonstration Gardens”. Enjoy these
diverse teaching gardens so
you too can learn about the
latest, greatest plants for your
beautiful garden.
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continued from | CC1
tomatoes, but rather to enjoy
the hobby, and to bring
fresh, in-season produce to
your table.
One of the biggest tips
Worley offers is to plant
seeds early, but not too
early.
“I’ve been bold and
planted in late March before
and learned that lesson the
hard way,” he said. “Planting
early doesn’t give you much
of an advantage. Wait until
the ﬁrst of May for the soil
to warm and the days to get
longer, and you’ll have more
success.”
When planting, Worley
advised to start with good
soil, plenty of sunshine,
avoid using manures or lots
of fertilizer, and to add an
abundance of compost to
improve your soil. And go
deep - leave only the top 2 or
3-inches of the plant sticking
above the ground when you
plant.
“Doing this allows them
to develop roots all along
the stem, and makes for a
hardier plant that can handle
our hot and dry summers,”
he said.
If buying a starter plant,
avoid those that have lived in
a greenhouse because they
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will be weak and unable to
handle our Midwest weather.
Regarding the latter, Worley
said, “Water your plants
deeply and not more than
once a week, (and) use a
good mulch to maintain
soil moisture. I prefer silver
reﬂective ﬁlm as a mulch.”
Other noteworthy tips
include using a sturdy cage
to support your tomatoes as
they grow, pruning regularly
to keep the branches from
touching the ground, picking
at ﬁrst blush, and bringing
them inside the house to
fully ripen (but never in the
refrigerator).
Apartment or condo dwellers with little or no outdoor
space should not despair.
You, too, can grow tomatoes.
“There are some great
dwarf plants that do well in
containers,” Worley said.
“Start with a ﬁve-gallon or
larger container, add good
potting soil, and ﬁnd a spot
with as much sun as possible.”
If you’re successful,
Worley said you could expect
tomatoes to achieve peak
ripeness during July and August, with the absolute peak
around the ﬁrst of August.

Varieties

Want to check out what
kind of tomatoes other
folks are growing? Besides
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Worley holds some of the late-growing varieties of tomatoes from his backyard garden last summer. In addition to
tomatoes, he grows hundreds of varieties of peppers, from mild to the hottest he can ﬁnd.

frequenting the weekly
farmer’s markets around the
metro area, you can attend
the Annual KC Tomato Times
Festival.
Held the ﬁrst Saturday in
August at the Local Pig in
Kansas City and celebrating
its ninth anniversary this
year, the festival centers on
growing and tasting a wide

variety of heirloom tomato
varieties (peppers, eggplant,
herbs, and other veggies,
too), and also features food
and cooking discussions
and other activities.
Worley said that in 2016,
“We had close to 60 varieties to taste and over 200
people attending. And we’re
looking to make 2017 bigger

L

and better than ever!”
Canning is a wonderful
way to preserve your harvest,
allowing you to enjoy the
succulent taste of summer
anytime, even during the
cold winter months.
For newbie tomato growers out there, Worley noted
that it’s important to be
realistic in your goals.

Tomato do’s and dont’s
for your best crop ever

ike any hobby or passion, there are
some deﬁnite tomato-growing “Do’s
and Don’ts.”
Following are a few to help you get your
tomato vines well on their way:

Best practices

• Start with good soil enriched with lots
of compost.
• Use lots of mulch.
• If buying a starter plant, choose a

healthy, sturdy one. Avoid those that are
leggy or have ﬂowers or fruit already set on
them.
• Allow at least two to three feet of space
between each plant to allow plenty of
room to grow.
• Water deeply and never more
than once a week.
• Pick at ﬁrst blush. This also helps
keep the squirrels from eating them
before you do.
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Three tomatoes still growing in James
Worley’s garden in fall, 2016 include:
(Clockwise from left) Sun Gold
tomatoes are small fruit, but vines
grow up to 10-feet tall, so they need
staking. Mexico Midget is only about
1/2 inch in diameter, the smallest
tomato in Worley’s garden, Blush is
a grape-shaped tomato that is large
enough to slice, but small enough for
a snack.

“Grow a few plants and
learn from the experience,”
he said. “Don’t grow too
many plants that are tough
for you to take care of.”
And above all, be patient.
Remember: it’s not about
the destination. It’s about
enjoying the whispers along
the way.

• Planting too close to each other.
• Staking or caging too late.
• Overwatering and/or overfertilizing.
• Allowing tomatoes to ripen in the

refrigerator.

For more tomato growing tips and tricks,
videos, local tomato-themed events, and
more, check out Worley’s gardening blog, KC
Tomato Times, at https://KCTomatoTimes.
wordpress.com.
Information about the Annual KC Tomato
Times Festival and be found at www.facebook.com/KCTomatoTimes.

Pitfalls

• Choosing the wrong tomatoes for
the amount of space you have.
• Planting in the shade.

Clematis, ‘Queen of the Vines,’ climbs in popularity
BY LINDA GEIST
University of Missouri Extension

T

he majestic splendor of
this vertical climber is
hard to pass by in nurseries
and greenhouses, said David
Trinklein, University of Missouri Extension horticulturist.
There are more than 300
species of this member of
the buttercup family. Only a
few are used as ornamentals,
however, and most of those
are hybrids. More than 150
years of hybridization has resulted in the clematis we know
today, Trinklein said.

Now a show horse, the
clematis earned its early stripes
as a workhorse across the
continents. Europeans used
its stems to make ﬁsh traps,
baskets and wicker. Africans
still use its dried roots as tinder
to start ﬁres. Historians report
that ancient Roman beggars
rubbed their hands with sap
from clematis leaves and vines
to form sympathy-evoking
blisters. Clematis still is used
as an herbal remedy by some,
although its safety is questionable.
Today, clematis is valued
for the striking beauty of its
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Viva Polonia clematis, from Proven Winners, blooms on
both old and new wood. To get the best performance and
appearance, cut it back to about 3’ (.9 m) each early spring.

ﬂowers. Clematis ﬂowers have
no petals, Trinklein said. Their
beauty comes from colorful
sepals, which in most ﬂowers
are rather inconspicuous.
In the case of sweet
autumn clematis, its billowy
white blooms and delightful
fragrance make it one of fall’s
gardening joys, he said.
Clematis cultivars are often
classiﬁed according to the size
of their ﬂowers and the time of
the year they bloom. The latter
is important for proper pruning
of clematis, Trinklein said.
Pruning enhances this garden
beauty’s splendor and rewards
the owner with a greater display
of blooms.
Gardeners should understand whether their plant
blooms on the wood of the
previous year or on current
year’s growth. This information
is available by knowing the
pruning category to which their
clematis belongs. Care tags
supplied with clematis plants at
their point of purchase usually
list this information.
For the purpose of pruning,
the International Clematis Society divides clematis cultivars
into three groups, depending
on bloom time and vigor:
• Group I. These cultivars
are the ﬁrst to ﬂower in the
spring. They require little, if any,

pruning. They produce ﬂowers
on the previous year’s growth.
Prune only after ﬂowering,
when needed.
• Group II. These cultivars
bloom primarily in May and
June. However, brief ﬂushes
of blooms appear again later
in the year on last year’s wood
and new shoots. Prune by removing deadwood in late winter
and go over the plant again
lightly after the ﬁrst ﬂowers fade
in spring.
• Group III. These are
vigorous cultivars that bloom in
May or June on current year’s
growth. They should be pruned
back severely to within 12
inches of the soil in late winter
or early spring. Leave at least
two pairs of buds on each stem
of the plant.
Plant clematis when soil
becomes workable in the
spring. Dig a hole 6-8 inches
wider than the root system of
the plant, usually 18-24 inches
wide. Work well-rooted manure
and a few handfuls of bone
meal into the soil to enrich it.
Position the plant so that the
original soil ball is about 4-6
inches below the surface of the
surrounding soil. Use amended
soil and water to backﬁll. If
the stem of the new plant is
still green and tender, wait
until it becomes woody before

Photo|Proven Winners

Madame Maria clematis, from Proven Winners is named
for two-time Nobel prize winner Marie Curie. It’s the perfect
plant to honor a special woman or scientist in your life.

backﬁlling.
Clematis roots prefer cool
soil. The plant needs about
six hours of direct sunlight
to thrive, but keep the root
system cool by planting in
partly shaded areas. Mulch or
low-growing plants and ground
covers provide shade for heatsensitive roots.
Clematis use their petioles to
climb and “grasp” onto objects
such as trellises and fences.
Therefore, clematis require
some type of support. Fertilize

,established clematis lightly
each spring with a generalpurpose garden fertilizer such
as 5-10-5.
Timely application of fungicides, good site selection and
proper soil preparation prevent
stem rot, the most frequently
encountered disease of clematis. If stem rot occurs, prune the
plant back to the point where
symptoms ﬁrst appear. Slugs
like to feed on spring growth.
Control them with baits.
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